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IN MEMORIAM
Peter Flesch died on July 1, 1969 at the age of 53, With his death, we are
bereft of a dear colleague, who devoted twenty-five years of his life to investi-
gative dermatology. He came into the field as a pupil of the late Stephen Roth-
man and it was this association which prompted his early studies of red hair
pigment as well as the later investigations of normal and pathological keratini-
zation.
His interest in the chemistry and growth of the hair stemmed from an early
time in his career. The chapter, which he wrote on hair growth in Rothman's
treatise "Physiology and Biochemistry of the Skin" contains a wealth of source
material. Later he became particularly concerned with drugs and other chemical
compounds which interfere with hair growth. His findings, together with a vast
literature were published in Pharmacologic Reviews and remain as a standard
work on cutaneous toxicology.
In recent times, he returned to his earlier studies of red pigments present in
red hair and red chicken feathers. His last paper, presented at the Spring meet-
ing of the Society for Investigative Dermatology in Atlantic City on May 3,
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1969 was devoted to this subject. Entitled "Studies of the Red Pigmentary
System", he described the chemistry of the red chromophore and related experi-
ments in which a reversible conversion of red to black hair was achieved.
We remember Peter not only for his scholarship, not only for his loyalty to
this society but also as a man of rare integrity and immense courage. For the
last ten years of his life, he suffered recurrent pain and chronic ill-health and
carried on all his scientific activities and professional obligations knowing that
time was short. He will be mourned by the younger dermatologists to whom he
gave wise counsel, by the large circle of his European friends and by all of us
who were privileged to know his great worth. Our deepest sympathies are ex-
tended to his wife, Regina, whose unselfish devotion sustained him at all times.
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